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FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY PROGRAM 


Radio Program Log 1935 - 1959 


Marian and Jim Jordan are best remembered as the comical couple Fibber 
McGee and Molly. Married in real life, they shared the microphone for thirty-three 
years in a wide assortment of program titles and types. In their first decade, over the 
air waves traveled their songs and antics beginning in 1924 as THE JORDANS, 
MARIAN AND JIM. Then in 1925 they started their first sponsored program titled 
THE O"HENRY TWINS. Over the following ten years they continued in radio with ` 
AIR SCOUTS, SMITH FAMILY, MARQUETTE, MR. TWISTER (Jim only), FARMER 
RUSK, BREAKFAST CLUB, SATURDAY NIGHT JUBILEE, several short series, 
KALTENMEYER"S KINDERGARTEN, and SMACKOUT. Out of these series developed 
these two characters that would delight Americans and Canadians for the next twenty- 
four years. 


Until the onset of Fibber McGee and Molly, Marian and Jim had performed 
as contracted employees for several independent and network stations in the Chicago 
area. Most programs were sustained (carried without sponsorship), but the Fibber 
program would be supported by Johnson's Wax. It premiered in New York on Tuesday, 
10 pm over WJZ and temporarily ran there for six weeks. The seventh broadcast 
returned them to WMAQ Chicago and they remained there nearly continuously for the 
next three and one-half years before moving permanently to KFI in Hollywood. | 


A few observations about program content should be noted here. In the first 
nineteen shows, Fibber & Molly played two auto gypsies whose wanderings about the 
country gave Fibber "a store of tall stories which would sham Baron Munchausen and 
make Paul Bunyan look like a piker."* On the twentieth (August 26, 1935), the 
McGees rolled into Wistful Vista where Fibber invested his last $2.00 in a house raffle, 
which luckily moved them into their permanent abode, 779 Wistful Vista. The program 
was to be based at this familiar address hereon. 


For fifteen years S. C. Johnson & Son carried this thirty minute delight ending 
with the 1949 - 1950 broadcasting season. Pet Milk assumed the financial responsibility 
for the next two years, with Reynolds Aluminum picking up the tab of Fibber McGee 
and Molly in its last year of thirty minute shows. On June 30, 1953, Marian and Jim 
bowed to their last live audience with program #739, 


* "Chicago Daily News", May 3, 1935, radio page 


zz 


In October of that year the program was reduced to a fifteen minute, five day 
a week pre-recorded format, without the benefit of an audience. It was supported by 
a large number of sponsors over the three year run. General Mills, Miles Laboratories, 
RCA, Brown and Williamson, Lewis-Howe, and Paper Mate carried most of the 


programming. 


Phil Leslie, Ralph Goodman, Joel Kane, and Leonard Levinton scripted all 
the programe finishing on Friday, March 23, 1956 with program #1381. While many 
of the favorite supporting cast left FM&M in the last weeks of the thirty minute series 
(Gale Dordon, Kings Men, Harlow Wilcox), some continued into the new fifteen 
minute programs (Bill Thompson, Arthur Q. Bryan, Mary Jane Craft, Elvia Allman, 
Jess Kirkpatrick and Shirley Mitchell) and others joined the cast occasionally (Bill 
Conrad, Parley Baer, Tyler McVey and Marvin Miller). Many others participated over 
this next three years as radio audiences and sponsorship increasingly switched to support 
television comedy and drama. 


The Jordans thought they had returned in 1956 but fourteen months later NBC 
rehired them making Fibber McGee and Molly a feature of Weekend Monitor. Tom 
Koch wrote all 226 - five part per day scripts taped in Hollywood and broadcast each 
Saturday and Sunday from New York. August 2, 1959 saw the very last first-run 
broadcast of the Fibber McGee and Molly Program. Marian and Jim worked alone 
without benefit of supporting cast until several of the last weekends in July and August 
when one person playing a "man" gave them assistance. Only Cliff Thorsness was with 
the Jordans at Radio Recorders as their regular soundman. 


Fortunately for their fans, approximately 550 (34%) of the 1,609 Fibber McGee 
and Molly Programs have survived as disc and tape recordings, and all but approximately 
forty-eight programs have survived in script form. 


All this makes it possible for future generations to intimately hear, know, and 
love Fibber McGee and Molly. 


Sources: "Chicago Daily News" microfilms, logs and articles from the daily 
radio features page, loaned by the University of Illinois, Chicago, 
Illinois; 3-01-27 to 9-30-35. 


"New York Times" microfilms, logs and articles from the Sunday 
week-long radio pages, loaned by the John Steinbeck Library, 
Salinas, California; 3-01-35 to 7-31-57. 


Jordan, Jim, Personal scrapbooks, scripts and interviews, 5-17-80 
and 7-30-80. 


Leslie, Phil, Script Writer for Fibber McGee and Molly. Personal 


files of scripts, Van Nuys, California; 10-05-53 to 3-23-56. 
Interviewed 7-31-80 and 8-01-80. 


-2- 


Koch, Tom, Script Writer for Fibber McGee and Molly. Personal 
files of NBC Monitor scripts, Huntington Beach, California; 
6-01-57 to 9-59: personal interview 5-18-80 and telephone 
interview 7-19-80. 


Pacific Pioneer Broadcasters Archives, bound scripts and synopsis 
of Fibber McGee and Molly. 1500 Vine Street, Hollywood, 
California; 4-16-35 to 3-23-56 (originally prepared by Needham, 
Louis & Brorby, S. C. Johnson & Son, Inc. Advertising Agency). 


Price, Thomas A. Personal collection of taped recordings. Over 
600 aired performances by Marian and Jim Jordan, 1936 - 1980 
(includes numerous interviews and specials/appearances). 


Studebaker, Chici. Personal files of her late husband, Hugh 
Studebaker, 1925 - 1978, and interviews 5-15-80, 7-28-80 and 
7-29-80. 


Stumpf, Charles K. Personal files of newspaper and magazine articles 


and clippings; extensive note-taking on listening to recordings of 
Fibber McGee and Molly Program, 1939 to 1952. 


FIBBER MC GEE AND MOLLY 


Schedule, Station and Network Changes 


With Marian and Jim Jordan 


Local ; 
Pgm. Nos. Day Month Time of Day Station Network Notes 
1-6 Tues. 4-16-35 10:00 - 10:30 pn WJZ NBC Premiere (from NY 
to (EST) (Blue) until 5-21-35) 
5-21-35 
7-12 Tues 5-28-35 9:00 - 9:30 pm WMAQ NBC Loc. & station change 
to (CST) (Blue) from Chicago, 
7-2-35 WMAQ until 
13-63 Mon. 7-8-35 7:00 - 7:30 pm VVMAQ NBC Time change 
to (CST) (Blue) 
6ó-22-36ó | 
64-79 Mon... 6-29-36 7:00 - 7:30 pm VVMAQ N8C Network change 
to (CST) (Red) (permanent) 
10-12-36 
80 Mon. 10-19-36 7:00 - 7:30 pm WWJ NBC Loc. & station change 
(CST) (Detroit) 
81-85 Mon. 10-26-36 7:00 - 7:30 pm WMAQ NBC Return to Chicago 
to (CST) i 
11-23-36 
86 Mon. 11-30-36 7:00 - 7:30 pm KSTP NBC Loc. & station change 
(CST) (St. Paul) 
87-104 Mon. 12-07-36 7:00 - 7:30 pm WMAQ NBC Return to Chicago 
to (CST) 
4-05-37 
105-107 Mon. 4-12-37 8:00 - 8:30 pm WMAQ ` NBC Time change 
to (CST) 
4-26-37 
108-117 Mon. 5-3-37 6:00 - 6:30 pm KFI NBC Loc., station & time 
to (PST) change (temporary) 
7-5-37 
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Fibber McGee and Molly 
With Marian and Jim Jordan 


Schedule, Station and Network Changes (continued) 
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Pgm. Nos. Day Month Time of Day Station Network Notes 
118-152 Mon. 7-12-37 8:00 - 8:30 pm WMAQ NBC Return to Chicago 
to (CST) 
11-08-37 
136-200 Mon./ 11-15-37 38:00 = 8:30 pm WMAQ NBC Title change to 
later to 8:30 - 9:00 pm FIBBER MC GEE & 
Tues. 4-18-39 (CST) egin ` 
| Marian's 18 month 
‘il Iness) 
153-168 Tues. 3-15-38 8:30 - 9:00 pm V/MAQ NBC Time change 
(CST) 
-— Tues 7-05-38 8:30 - 9:00 pm VVMAQ NBC İst Vacation 
to (CST) (Attorney at Law) 
8-30-38 
169-189 Tues. 9-06-38 8:30 - 9:00 pm WMAQ NBC Resume FM&M 
to (CST) ("38 - "39 season) 
1-24-39 
190-211 Tues. 1-31-39 ö:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Loc., station & time 
to (PST) change. Move to 
ö-27-39 Hollywood: KFI 
=- Tues. 7-04-39 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC 2nd Vacation 
to (ALEC TEMPLETON) 
8-29-39 
212-254 Tues. 9-05-39 6:30 = 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to ('39 - "40 season) 
6-25-40 
--- Tues. 7-02-40 6:30 = 7:00 pm KFI NBC 3rd Vacation | 
to (MEREDITH WILLSON'S 
9-24-40 MUSICAL REVIEW) 
255-293 Tues. 10-1-40 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to ('40 - "41 season) 
6-24-41 


Fibber McGee and Molly 
With Marian and Jim Jordan 


Schedule, Station and Network Changes (continued) 


Local 


Pgm. Nos. Day Month Time of Day Station Network Notes 
--- Tues. 7-01-41 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC 4th Vacation 
to (PST) (HAP HAZARD) 
9-23-41 | 
294-317 Tues. 9-30-41 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to ('41 - 142 season) 
3-10-42 
— Tues. 3-17-42 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Special War Mobilization 
Broadcast (no FM&M) 
318-331 Tues. 3-24-42 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to ('41 = '42 season) 
ö-23-42 | 
-— Tues. 6-30-42 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC 5th Vacation 
to YA (WILLSON -NESBITT 
1-22-42 : SH 
332-370 Tues. 9-29-42 46:30 - 7:00 m KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to | 
6-22-43 
— Tues. 6-29-43 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC 6th Vacation 
to (JOHN NESBITT'S 
9-21-43 Q PASSING PARADE) 
371-381 Tues. 9-28-43 6:30 - 7:00 KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to 
12-07-43 
382 12-14-43 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI — NBC Location change 
from March Field, Chi. 
383-409 Tues. 12-21-43 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Return to Hollywood 
to 
6-20-43 
--- Tues. 6-27-43 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC 7th Vacation 
to “3 (WORDS AT WAR) 
10-03-44 


she 
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Schedule, Station and Network Changes (continued) 


Local 


Pgm. Nos. 


410-415 


416 


417-446 


447-450 


451 


452-453 


454-483 


484-486 


Day 


Tues. 


Tues. 


Tues. ` 


Tues. 


Tues. 


Tues. 


Tues. 


Tues. 


Month 


10-30-45 


11-06-45 
and 


11-13-45 


11-20-45 
to 


6-11-46 


6-18-46 
fo 
9-24-46 


10-1-46 
to 


10-15-46 


Time of Day 
6:30 - 7:00 pm 
(PST) 


8:30 - 9:00 pm 
(CST) 


ö:30 - 7:00 pm 
(PST) 


6:30 - 7:00 pm 
6:30 - 7:00 pm 


9:30 - 10:00 pm 
. (EST) 


9:30 - 10:00 pm 
(EST) 


6:30 - 7:00 pm 
(PST) 


6:30 - 7:00 pm 


6:30 - 7:00 pm 


Kä 


Station Network Notes 
KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
WMAQ NBC Loc., sta., & time 
(CST) change: from Naval 
Pier, Chicago 
KFI NBC Return to Hollywood 
(PST) 
KFI NBC 8th Vacation 
(VICTOR BORGE 
SHOW) 
KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
CBC/NBC Loc., net., sta. & 
time change: from 
Maple Leaf Gardena, 
Toronto, Canada, 
9:30 pm 
NBC Loc., net., & sta. 
change: from NY: 
NBC 
KFI NBC Return to Hollywood 
KFI NBC 9th Vacation 
(FRED WARING & 
THE PENNSYLVANIANS) 
KFI NBC Resume FM&M 


Fibber McGee and Molly 
Wirh Marian and Jim Jordan 


Schedule, Station and Network Changes (continued) 


Local 


BR 


Pgm. Nos. Day Month Time of Day Station Network Notes 
487 10-22-46 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Loc. change, frome 
(PST) Palm Springs 
488-496 Tues 10-29-46 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Return to Hollywood 
to 
12-24-46 
--- Tues. 12-31-46 6:30-7:00 pm KFI NBC Special New Year's pgm. 
(FRED WARING & 
THE PENNSYLVANIANS) 
497-520 Tues. 1-07-47 6:30-7:00pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to 
6-17-47 
-— Tues. 6-24-4/ 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC 10th Vacation 
to (FRED WARING & 
9-30-47 THE PENNSYLVANIANS) 
521-555 Tues. 10-07-47 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to 
6-01-48 
--- Tues. 6-08-48 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC 11th Vacation 
to (CALL THE POLICE) 
9-21-48 
9-28-48 
(TBA) 
556-589 Tues. 10-05-48 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to 
5-31-49 
wie Tues 6-07-49 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC 12th Vacation | 
to (KING FOR A NIGHT 
9-06-49 with/KINGS MEN) 
— Tues. 9-13-49 6:00 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC ] hour - 15th Anniversary 


Special 


Fibber McGee and Molly 
With Marian and Jim Jordan 


Schedule, Station and Network Changes (continued) 


Local 
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Pgm. Nos. Day Month Time of Day Station Network Notes 
590-625 Tues. 9-20-49 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to (PST) End Johnson's Wax 
5-23-50 15 yr., 5 month 
sponsorship 
-— Tues. 5-30-50 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC _ 13th Vacation 
to Ç (PENNY SINGLETON 
6-27-50 SHOW): at 7-04-50, 
moves to 6 pm to 
replace Bob Hope 
==- Tues. 7-04-50 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Continue Vacation 
to (PRESENTING CHARLES 
9-12-50 BOYER - DRAMA) 
626-664 Tues. 9-19-50 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
to New sponsor, Per Milk, 
6-12-51 Inc. | 
-— Tues. 6ö-19-51 ö:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC 14th Vacation 
to — (JACK PEARL SHOW) 
9-25-51 
665 Tues. 10-02-51 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M 
666 Tues. 10-09-51 8:30 - 9:00 pm NBC Loc. & sta. change, 
(CST) from Omaha, Neb. 
667-701 Tues. 10-16-51 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Return to Hollywood and 
to (PST) end Pet Milk, Inc. 
ö- 10-52 2 yr. sponsorship 
nae Tues. 6=17=52 6:30 - 7:00 pm 15th Vacation 
to < (TRUTH OR CONSE- 
9-30-52 QUENCES with Ralph 
Edwards) 
702-739 Tues. 10-07-52 6:30 - 7:00 pm KFI NBC Resume FM&M, New 
to sponsor, Reynolds Metals 
6=30-53 Co. (Aluminum); and end 


of same sponsor 


Fibber McGee and Molly 
With Marian and Jim Jordan 


Schedule, Station and Network Changes (continued) 


Local 


Pgm. Nos. 


740-920 


921-943 


944-1187 


1188-1252 


1253-1263 


1264-1365 


1366-1381 


Day 


Tues. 


M-F 


M-F 


Month 
7-07-53 


to 
9-29-53 


and 


(1 special) 


10-05-53 


to 


8-29-54 
to 
6-23-55 


6-27-55 
to 
9-23-55 


9-26-55 


to 


10-10-55 


10-11-55 


to 
3-01-56 


3-02-56 
to 
3-23-56 


Time of Day 


6:30 - 7:00 pm 
(PST) 


7:00 - 7:15 pm 


7:00 - 7:15 pm 


7:00 - 7:15 pm 


8:45 - 9:00 am 


8:45 - 9:00 am 
(PST) 


11:45 = 12:00 
noon 


(EST) 


8:45 - 9:00 am 
(PST) 
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Station 


KFI 


KFI 


KFI 


KFI 


KFI 


KFI 


KFI 


Network 


NBC 


NBC 


NBC 


NBC 


NBC 


— NBC 


NBC 


NBC 


Notes 


16th Vacation 
(COUSIN WILLIE 
with Jack Pearl) 


Resume FM&M, 
new & numerous 
sponsors; pre- 
recorded perform- 
ances, 15 min. 
format 


17th Vacation 
(enough pgms 
recorded in advance 
to give 1 mo. break) 


Day change & resume 
taping of pgm. 


18th Vacation 
& begin FM&M 
reruns. Day & time 
change 


Resume FM&M 15 min. 


pgms. (first first-run 
daytime pgm. ) 


Pgm. origin. changed 
to NY 


Pgm. origin. chgd. back 
to Hollywood, & 
conclusion of 15 min. 


FM&M series 


Fibber McGee and Molly 
With Marian and Jim Jordan 


Schedule, Station and Network Changes (continued) 


Local 
Pgm. Nos. Day Month Time of Day Station Network Notes 


(Temporary end of 
FM&M, and begin 
of retirement of 
Marian and Jim 


Jordan) 
1382-1609 S & 6-01-57 At various times NBC New FM&M series 
Sun to -of day between on NBC Weekend 
8-02-59 8:00 am and Monitor, 5 parts 
11:35 pm each per day per story 
day, local line, twice per 


week. Pgm. ran 
continuously to the 
very last FM&M 
pgm. Pgm. origin, 
now NY 


-— S A 1960 to NA . NA NBC Reruns of FM&M: 
Sun 1961 16 weekends of 
10-five min. 
episodes 


She 
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